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Thelma Drake – 
Director of Rail and Public Transportation for the Commonwealth of Virginia
The DRPT’s mission is to improve mobility and expand transportation choices in Virginia.  The Agency is charged with establishing, maintaining, improving and promoting public transportation, transportation demand management, ridesharing, and passenger and freight rail transportation in the Commonwealth.
Thelma is a former member of the U.S. House of Representatives (2005-2008). Thelma’s Congressional committee assignments included House Armed Services; Transportation and Infrastructure; Resources; and Education and Workforce.  During her four years in Congress she was a strong advocate for military personnel and their families and she was a constant voice in offering meaningful solutions to America’s complex energy challenges.
She also served in Virginia’s House of Delegates (1996-2004).  In the Virginia House of Delegates she served on Transportation; General Laws; Corporations, Insurance and Banking; and Finance Committees.  She also chaired the Virginia Housing Study Commission and served on the Chesapeake Bay Commission.  She played a key role in early eminent domain reforms, striving for balance between private property rights and the need for municipal redevelopment.  Thelma was involved in the enactment of many real estate reforms including revision of property rental rules.  

Her understanding and involvement in the legislative process both at the federal and state levels positions her well to serve the people of Virginia in her role as Director of Rail and Public Transportation.
